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Mr. VanderSchie’s Profile
● Bachelor’s Degree in Broadcast Journalism - Eastern Michigan University 1997
● Master’s Degree in Elementary Education - Kent State University 1999
● Master’s Degree in Administration - Ashland University 2019
● 20th Year in Hudson City Schools - Teaching All Subjects
● 3rd Year at Hudson Middle School
● Lives in Aurora 
● Wife - DeAnna (teacher at East Woods)
● Son - 10 years old - Gavin 



This Year Will Look Different...

We will have to…

-Be Considerate

-Remain Flexible

-Follow Procedures

-Exercise Patience 

 



How Can We Prepare Students for an Unknown 
Future?

In the mid-1990’s Microsoft started an encyclopedia called Encarta. They employed all the right 
incentives. They paid professionals to write and edit thousands of articles. Well compensated 
managers oversaw the whole thing to make sure it came in on budget and on time. A few years 
later another encyclopedia started — A different model — Do it for fun. No one gets paid a cent or 
a euro or a yen. Do it because you like to do it. Now 10 years ago if you had talked to an 
economist … anywhere … and said “Hey, I’ve got these different models for creating an 
encyclopedia — If they went head to head who would win? 10 years ago you could not have found 
a single, sober economist anywhere on planet earth who would have predicted the Wikipedia 
model. This is the Titanic battle between these two approaches. This is the Ali-Frazier of 
motivation, right, this is the Thrilla in Manila, alright — Intrinsic motivators vs extrinsic motivators 
— Autonomy, Mastery & Purpose versus Carrots & sticks – And who wins — Intrinsic motivation, 
autonomy, mastery and purpose — in a Knockout.

(Transcribed from Daniel Pink’s Ted Talk - “The Surprising Science of Motivation”)



Social Studies Topics for the Year 

- Geography and Map Skills

- Eastern Hemisphere Culture Traits - (food, games, clothing, language, music)

- Religions - Christianity, Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam and Judaism

- Early Civilizations - (Egypt, China, Mesopotamia)

- Economic Studies

Ohio Learning Standards (adopted 2018, revised from state standards in 2010)

http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Social-Studies/Ohio-s-Learning-Standards-for-Social-Studies/SSFinalStandards01019.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US


Vocabulary

- 6th Grade Social Studies is deep in vocabulary studies.  Not only do we want your child to learn the 

traditional meaning of the word, but we also want your child to apply it in their everyday language 

and to understand it after the unit is over.



Google Classroom
A majority of our assignments will run 
through the Google Classroom.  
When an assignment is posted in the 
Google Classroom the assignment 
will simultaneously post to the Google 
Calendar.  

In fact, clicking on the link in the 
Google Calendar will take a student 
to the specific assignment in the 
Classroom where more resources or 
information about the assignment 
may be.

While there are several ways to keep track of your homework and daily 
assignments, using the Google Classroom and Calendar are probably the most 
popular.  Many successful students check their Google Calendar when they get 
home as a refresher of what assignments they have.  Even if they think they don’t 
have homework.

No matter what phase of learning HCSD is in (ex. Hybrid, Remote, All-in), the 
Google Classroom will be a key component.  



Once the student joins the 
Google Classroom, their 
Classroom becomes synced with 
Calendar.  However, parents 
(who will not be able to join the 
Google Classroom) may still 
want to check in on their 
student’s work.

They may join the Google 
Calendar by finding the calendar 
on my homepage and either 
viewing it there daily or if they 
have an existing Google 
Calendar they may subscribe to 
it by clicking the plus sign at the 
bottom. 

Parents can click here to 
subscribe to the same 
Google Calendar their child 
has.  

https://www.hudson.k12.oh.us/Page/14276


Another program both parents and students should become 
familiar with is Home Access Center (HAC).  This is the 
software that you use to check grades and to check for any 
missing assignments.  

Students should receive a HAC login and password before 
school begins with their registration material.  If students are 
having problems logging in after the first week of school, they 
should visit the guidance office to check their information.  

Many students check HAC and quickly gaze at their 
percentage.  However, it may be beneficial to log specifically in 
the class and check individual assignments.

If a student or a parent sees a “M” next to the assignment for 
“Missing”, this means I am still looking for the assignment to be 
turned in.  

I do not have a specific late work policy, as I work with each 
child individually on accomplishing their learning goals.  If a 
student begins to miss an excessive amount of assignments, 
parents will be contacted to see if we can set some new 
routines and habits to lead to success.  

Parents…
In working with HAC, you know your child the best.  I 

would recommend checking in with HAC once or twice a week.  
Perhaps even make a set day in the week (ex. Every Thursday) 
that you check together.

Some students check infrequently and then are 
surprised by the overwhelming amount of information in HAC 
for them.   Others check too frequently and become almost 
obsessive.

In the end, we want this to be a stress free experience, 
please help your child set up a system that is best for them.  



Gmail...The other new 6th Grade Responsibility
Students have had access to Gmail for a few 
years now, however because of the set-up of 
middle school I ask that your student checks 
email frequently.

I may see a student for first period and then have 
a question for them at the end of the day, in this 
case I would email the student, since I can’t pull 
them out of a class later in the day.  

Students can also use Gmail to email me after 
school hours, if they are confused about a topic.   I 
try to get back as soon as possible.  

Students should remember that their gmail 
accounts are property of Hudson City Schools 
and can be easily monitored. 

We will have a Gmail 101 lesson early in the 
school year.   


